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REPORT OF THE JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON ELECTORAL MATTERS -
INQUIRY INTO THE IMPACT OF EXPENDITURE CAPS FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ELECTION CAMPAIGNS (REPORT 4/56 - OCTOBER 2018)

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE

On 15 August 2018, following a referral from the Premier, the Joint Standing Committee on
Electoral Matters (the Committee) adopted terms of reference to inquire into and report on the
impact of expenditure caps for local government election campaigns.

The Committee’s inquiry followed the debate on the Electoral Funding Bill 2018, in which the
Government indicated that it would request the Committee to inquire into the impact of the
expenditure caps introduced by the Electoral Funding Act 2018 (the Act) on local government
areas and wards with different populations.

The Committee tabled its report (the Report) on 26 October 2018. The Report contains nine
recommendations for amendments to the expenditure caps outlined in sections 31(3)-(9) of the
Act.

The Government accepts, or accepts in principle, each of the Committee’'s recommendations.
Enclosed is a table which shows the Government’s response to each of the Committee’s
recommendations.

The NSW Electoral Commission was consulted and its views considered in preparing this
Government Response. In addition, representatives of the NSW Electoral Commission gave
evidence to the Committee as part of its inquiry.

As noted in the Report, the next general local government elections are scheduled to take place
in 2020. The NSW Government intends to introduce a bill in this session of Parliament to
implement this Government Response well in advance of the 2020 local government elections.
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